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Richard Murphy (57) is a UK chartered accountant. He was senior partner of a practicing firm and 

director of a number of entrepreneurial companies before becoming one of the founders of the Tax 

Justice Network in 2002. He now directs Tax Research UK and writes, broadcasts and blogs 

extensively, the latter at http://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/.  

  

Richard created the country-by-country reporting concept and has been credited with creating much 

of the debate on tax gaps in the UK and Europe. He also defined the term ‘secrecy jurisdictions’, now 

widely used in debates on offshore. He has been involved in many of the stories on corporate tax 

abuse that have made headlines in recent years.  

  

Richard has been a visiting or research fellow at a number of UK universities and is joint author of 

'Tax Havens, The True Story of Globalisation', Cornell University Press 2010 and sole author of 

'The Courageous State', Searching Finance, 2011 and ‘Over here and under taxed: the story of 

Google, Amazon and Starbucks’, Vintage Books, February 2013 and is now writing ‘The Joy of Tax’, 

due to be published in 2015.  

  

In 2012 the Association of International Accountants gave Richard their award for an outstanding 

contribution to the accountancy profession. He was named the seventh most influential person in 

international tax by the International Tax Review in 2013. In 2015 the Sheila McKechnie Foundation 

named him as their Economic Justice Campaigner of the Year. 
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